
KS1 & 2 Cross-Curricular Subject (Topic Based 

Learning) 

IMPLEMENTATION: 

 Our curriculum is developed into two half termly topics which deliver our principles and 

entitlement whilst ensuring it covers the statutory requirements of the national curriculum 

 The school uses detailed long term curriculum maps to provide progression across the school 

Most of the curriculum is covered through the topics (English, Science, History, 

Geography, Art, D&T and Computing). In addition to this other subjects are taught 

discretely. 

 

English is taught daily with different focuses of spoken language, reading and writing.  Each 

topic in enriched with a high quality whole class text which is explored and often used as 

stimulus for writing. Detailed long term planning ensures different genres are covered 

throughout the year. A weekly ‘extended writing’ lesson provides the opportunity to write at 

length on a regular basis both linked to the topic or with topical tasks that reflect the interests 

of the pupils. 

In EYFS and KS1(Years 1 and 2) phonics is taught on a daily basis following Read Write Inc 

which is enhanced with an extremely well-resourced book collection that enables parent to 

share books with their children that contain the phonemes (sounds) taught in school that very 

week and day. 

Furthermore, the reading scheme in KS1used for home independent reading is aligned with 

national book banding using a range of texts both fiction and non-fiction. 

In KS2 (Years 3,4,5 and 6)  a well-stocked classroom book collection and school library is 

used as an effective way of giving older pupils a little more independence in their choice of 

reading material whilst still enabling us to track and promote reading very 

effectively.   Tracking and assessment is support by the school that endeavours to ensure that 

every child is heard to read by an adult at the school.  

Pupils receive reading rewards for books read and understood.  There is a Reading Cinema 

treat every term for those pupils that have read the minimum number of times at home.  This 

has proven to be a highly successful to motivate our children to read more often. 

In EYFS, Year 1 and Autumn Term in Year 2 reading is taught in guided groups but 

throughout the rest of the school pupils have whole class reading sessions using a variety of 

reading materials, (class texts, non-fiction articles and poetry) these concentrate 

on developing both word recognition and comprehension skills. 

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (GPS) teaching is interwoven into English lessons taught 

in a meaningful context with opportunities to apply learning across the curriculum. 

  
Science: Our Science curriculum is structured to allow pupils to explore science linked with 

their topic through practical and investigative work. The aim of the curriculum is to develop 

‘working scientifically’ skills such as planning, conducting, recording, concluding and 

evaluating as well as secure curriculum knowledge. The children regularly encounter science 

through real and meaningful experiences by going out on educational visits or welcoming 



visitors into the school. Each year, British Science week is a very popular event at New Road 

which creates a 'buzz' around the subject. The Science lessons at New Road also gives 

children from year 1 to year 6 the chance to work collaboratively on fun, practical 

experiments. These hands on activities, allow the children to bring their learning to life. The 

children learn important science skills such as observing, predicting and classifying whilst 

having fun. This year, the children had the chance to create lava lamps, balloon rockets, 

circuits and musical instruments with water bottles to name a few. We encourage natural 

curiosity and allow the children to investigate for themselves to find answers to their 

questions about the world around them and beyond. 

  

History: Our curriculum in history is designed to build upon skills and knowledge learned, 

ensuring our pupils gain a coherent understanding of Whittlesey’s and  Britain’s past and that 

of the wider world. We explore a vast range of historical events linked through their half 

termly topics. Children are encouraged to develop their skills and learning with a hands-on 

approach through regular investigative work. We aim to inspire curiosity, encouraging 

children to ask perceptive questions, compare and examine sources, debate and critique 

arguments, stimulating their ability to develop their own sense of perspective and judgement. 

Primary history enables children with an opportunity to begin to understand the complexity 

of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between 

different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time. Here at New 

Road, we provide our children with an opportunity to know more about the past in a variety 

of innovative ways, such as: our range of educational excursions, inviting visitors to come in 

and speak with the children, role play, research tasks, and even partaking in debates. 

Throughout the academic year, children are able to visit a Victorian school, interview family 

members and friends to discover how things have changed through generations, re-enact the 

festivals of Roman citizens, dress up and enjoy the Ancient Greek lifestyle, explore the 

changes in their local community, and trips to museums to discover fossils and facts about 

Dinosaurs, just to name a few! This, in turn, builds a solid foundation to move onto KS3, 

inspiring them to become life-long learners. 

 

Geography The Geography curriculum is brought to life in each year group with supporting 

memorable experiences for each topic, such as a field trip or guest speaker. This fosters a 

love of learning whilst developing knowledge and skills related to the National Curriculum. 

Each lesson the children are exposed to relevant vocabulary to embed their understanding of 

each topic. This is further supported with cross curricular links to other subjects. We are 

proud to celebrate the growing range of nationalities we have at New Road. 

 

Art All pupils have the opportunity to express themselves artistically. Our curriculum is 

designed to deliver a high-quality education that engages, inspires and challenges all pupils. 

We explore a vast range of Artists throughout each year group that is linked to their topic. 

Pupils are inspired to experiment their creative ideas through a range of resources. Pupils are 

encouraged to develop their ideas through a hands on approach, practising, improving and 

developing their skills. As pupils progress throughout New Road, they develop a more 

rigorous understanding of art and design. We encourage pupils at New Road to have a growth 

mind set and celebrate mistakes to ensure pupils become more resilient, inspiring them to 

become lifelong creative learners.  

  



D&T:  In DT we develop the creative, technical and practical expertise needed to perform 

everyday tasks confidently and to participate successfully in an increasingly technological 

world. Children will build and apply a repertoire of knowledge, understanding and skills in 

order to design and make high-quality prototypes and products for a wide range of users. 

Children are given opportunities to critique, evaluate and test their ideas and products and the 

work of others. They will understand and apply the principles of nutrition and learn how to 

cook. With this, children are offered many enrichment opportunities with the potential to gain 

a hands-on experience by exploring where food comes from by visiting restaurants such as  

Pizza Express and Chiquito’s, visiting Coop to understand where and how they gain their 

produce, giving children a deeper understanding of healthy eating. 

  

Computing incorporates computer science, information technology and digital literacy. 

There are strong links with maths, science and D&T which are combined in termly ‘topics’ 

supporting cross-curricular learning. The National Curriculum aims for all children in KS1 

and KS2 to be able to understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of 

computer science; can analyse problems and write computer programs using computational 

thinking; can evaluate and apply information technology; and are responsible, competent, 

confident and creative users of technology. Our Computing curriculum at New Road is 

tailored to provide a rich, engaging and memorable programme of study for our children 

including opportunities to work creatively and collaboratively using a range of software and 

hardware. Online Safety is taught both discretely and as cross-curricular projects. Each year 

we hold events for Safer Internet Day – which in recent year included year groups working 

together to create mini-projects and visits from Google’s Road Show and the Breck 

Foundation. 
 


