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19th December 2018 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

As you know we are planning to increase the size of New Road School and to improve the current 

facilities. This is to allow the school to increase the numbers of children on roll, to manage the 

increase in pupil population forecast in the town over the next few years.  

The school will gain an additional eight classrooms, a new hall, all-weather games area, library, and 

reception as well as the existing areas being refurbished. There will also be a brand new purpose built 

classroom for the pre-school.  

At the planning meeting in September, the Town Council decided not to support the scheme due to 

“transport issues”. The Local Authority, Kiers the builders and the school have worked hard to 

address the concerns raised and have submitted updated proposals to the Town Council which have 

now been approved by the CCC Highways Department. These include: 

1. Cycle and scooter parking to be provided above what is stipulated in local planning policy. This 

school is committed to promoting use of sustainable modes of travel amongst staff and pupils. 

 2. A School Travel Plan will be put in place. As the increase in pupil numbers occurs incrementally, 

with a net increase of circa 30 pupils every year, this provides time and the opportunity to reduce the 

impact of new arrivals over the course of the school’s expansion. It will also enable the school to 

review and implement appropriate measures in response to current travel patterns, via an updated 

Travel Plan. It is important to note that the on-site Children’s Centre will be closing, which will 

remove any traffic generation associated with this facility. 

 3. Provision of a dedicated turning area. The team have been in discussions with Fenland District 

Council, and an agreement in principle is in place between FDC and CCC regarding use of the 

Lattersey nature reserve car park at school peak times for vehicles to turn. Below is an extract from 

the drawing. The existing entrance into the car park will be improved via resurfacing and a new 

kerbing arrangement. 
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 4. The public footpath will be extended from the recycling centre up to the Lattersey nature reserve 

car park. This will provide additional safe on-street parking for circa 75 metres. This will also provide 

a safe walking route for the children/staff to visit the nature reserve for educational purposes. 

 5. A new pedestrian crossing point will be installed near to the school, at a location agreed with CCC 

Highways. 

 6. The option to use the nearby Manor Leisure Centre as a location for a Park & Stride initiative has 

been agreed with the management of the leisure centre (Freedom Leisure). This will involve parents 

dropping/collecting children at the leisure centre where they will then be escorted to the school by 

staff onto school grounds. There is no need to implement this immediately due to the incremental 

increase in pupil numbers, however this can be monitored via the travel plan and embraced in the 

future as required. 

7. The existing vehicle entrance into New Road School will be widened to accommodate two-way 

traffic. 

I would ask you as parents of the school to urge your local councillors, in the strongest possible terms, 

to now back the scheme to expand and upgrade New Road School. The next meeting of the Planning 

Committee is on the 2nd January 2019 and I will be attending to put the case for the school. The more 

parents supporting this scheme the better, so please can you take a few minutes to express your 

support to your councillors? Subject to receiving planning approval in the near future, work is due to 

commence during the February 2019 half term. 

The two local councillors for the Lattersey Ward are: 

Mr Alan Bristow 113 New Road, Whittlesey, PE7 1SX 

Email: allan775@btinternet.com 

Mr Steve Garratt 42 Church Street, Whittlesey, PE7 1DB 

Email: garrattstev@aol.com 

Alternatively, you can contact the clerk to the Town Council who can pass any letters to the 

Councillors: 

Mrs Sue Piergianni 

Grosvenor House, Grosvenor Road, Whittlesey, PE7 1AQ 

Email: whittleseytowncouncil@btconnect.com 

Phone: 01733 351296 

 

Many thanks for your support in this matter. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Jonathan Digby 

CEO 

Aspire Learning Trust 
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