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Dear Parents and Carers,  

The term has got off to a flying start, it never ceases to amaze me how quickly children get back into school 

life after all of the fun and excitement that Christmas brings!   

For many, spring term is their favourite term, not only do we have the certainty of warmer days and light 

evenings just around the corner, but also it is possible to see how much more mature and confident the 

children have become in their new Year group! 

Pupil Well-Being and Happiness 

I try to spend as much time as possible in lessons with children, almost always I see happy, confident 

children, who are incredibly well behaved and making great strides in their learning.  I take great pride in 

how well the children are doing and how confidently they can tell me what they are learning.  It would also 

be fair to say that nearly always the children seem really happy and know that they are doing well! 

As a school we have deliberately put pupil well-being and happiness, ahead of everything else! It is really 

important to all of the staff as we know happy children learn much better.  We are always asking ourselves 

what is it like to be a child learning in the school, whether it is learning  how to read or learning a new art 

skill,  we always consider the impact this will have on a child’s wellbeing. 

We don’t always get this right; just in the same way families don’t.  Like you, however, we are really 

passionate about children being happy, confident and as stress free as possible.  Pupil well-being and 

mental health is an important consideration for schools.  

One thing we are doing to improve pupil well-being and learning is working really hard to keep lessons as 

simple and as clear as possible, so that learning something new is as easy and stress free as possible. At 

some point in our lives, we all must have been confused and frustrated at school, because the teacher 

didn’t make it clear what we were learning and guide us step by step until we were confident.   This clear 

and simple approach to teaching is what we are striving to be expert at.   

Teaching Children to Read a Strength of the School 

These past two terms the children have benefitted from a number of adults who volunteer to read at the 

school.  Often retired teachers and other professionals, they volunteer with ‘Schoolreaders’  a charity that 

matches volunteers to UK primary schools where they give free one-to-one reading support to children.  All 

the adults have an enhanced DBS and work in open areas of the school where they are visible to staff.   

Children really enjoy the opportunity to read to our volunteers and as a school we really appreciate their 

support. 

The school adopted a highly successful, evidence based approach about two years ago that is working 

really well. As a result visitors to our school always comment on how well organised and highly effective 

our approach to reading is. The ongoing professional development staff have been receiving is second to 

none, to the extent that visitors often can’t distinguish between the teachers and teaching assistants, 

because both groups of staff are teaching to such high standards.   
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Pupils Making a Difference 

During the spring term pupils will be encouraged to have a go at raising money for good causes. This has 

proven to be really popular and successful in previous years.  Pupils found it great fun to take it upon 

themselves to organise raffles and competitions to raise money for a charity that is close to their heart.  

Often meeting in their break and lunchtimes, the pupils made posters, advertised their raffle in assemblies, 

announced winners and took the time to manage every aspect of a fund raising event.  New Road has a 

proud tradition of supporting pupils in this type of venture and the response from their fellow pupils is 

always really very good.   

Please keep a look out for a School Comm’s  informing you of our pupils’ next charity venture. 

At Christmas time pupils from New Road always find the time to visit local nursing homes for the elderly to 

sing Christmas Carols.  Building on this, pupils will soon be taking part in Postcards of Kindness an initiative 

that asks people to write and send postcards to residents of care homes.  Organised by Age UK, who 

believe that small gestures such as this bring a great deal of joy and often spark lively conversations among 

the older people who receive them. 

Cognitive Psychology and How it Helps Teachers to Teach Better 

About twelve months ago Ofsted and the Government began to advise schools and teachers that if they 

understood some basic principles about how children learn then it would make a big difference. Having 

received a lot of advice from  various governments these past twenty years … I was a little sceptical, but 

some really sound and sensible advice has followed and is being used by teachers at New Road when they 

are teaching your children.   

Please follow the link to https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/teacher-support/latest-theories-on-how-we-

learn/zjwm92p?utm_content=buffer86ccb&utm_medium=social&utm_source=linkedin.com&utm_campai

gn=buffer to find out more about some of the big ideas that teachers and teaching assistants are exploring 

and experimenting with when they plan and teach lessons.  

Improving our Curriculum Offer 

I hope your children are talking to you more and more about the many different types of activity they do at 

school.  As a school we are working incredibly hard to give your children the opportunity to experience 

really good teaching in every National Curriculum subject.  Teachers at the school are given regular release 

time to both lead and champion their subject!  I am definitely seeing children love the regular art and 

music lessons; alongside the opportunity to do more practical science investigations and to learn French.  

Next time you have a quiet moment with your child, please ask them what they are learning at school.  The 

curriculum booklet teachers send home to you is a good starting point, just in case their memory needs 

jogging a little. 

It remains to say everyone at the school wishes you a very happy New Year! 

Best wishes 

Rob Litten 
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