
Dates for your diary  

Monday 24th February- Dress as your favourite African/Zoo animal. 

Children to come dressed as their favourite animal or the colours of their 

chosen animal . 

Tuesday 25th February – Shrove Tuesday- children will have a pancake 

race and taste pancakes.    

Monday 2nd March- 1.30pm-Reading Café in the hall. 

Monday 16th March- Our Eggs will arrive into the classroom. Hopefully 

within a couple of days they should begin to hatch!!! 

Tuesday 31st March- Please come along a make a clay animal model with 

the children, (2pm in the hall). 

 

 

 

 

Reminders 

PE kits needs to be in school at all times. 

 

Reading folders need to be in school every day. Please feel free to 

comment on your child’s phoneme recognition and reading at home. We are 

here to help if you need further guidance.  
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Dear Parent/Carers, 

Welcome back after the half term break.  

Our topic for Spring 2 is ‘Why do Zebras have stripes?’- looking at animals 

from Africa, the way zoos care for a variety of animals, their habitats and 

use of camouflage.    We are also lucky again to have the opportunity to 

see eggs hatch in the classroom which   links to our Easter theme.  This a 

wonderful ‘hands on’ opportunity for the children to observe the chicks 

hatch and also understand how to care for them.   They will also be able to 

hold them. (If any child has any allergies could you please let us know?) 

   

Personal, Social, Emotional Development (PSED)  
During this term we will be talking about our  

environment, caring for the planet and animals as well as 

discussing Easter traditions around the world.   

Communication and Language (CL) 

We will continue to develop the children’s speaking and listening skills.  

They will be encouraged to talk about their ‘weekend news’ which we hope 

to capture on Tapestry.  

 

Physical Development (PD)  

In PD we will continue to embed the children’s 

handwriting skills using their cursive script. We can 

see a big difference from last term. We will still be 

providing lots of opportunities for children to 

demonstrate their fine and gross motor skills such as 

cutting, threading and drawing. In PE lessons,   

Mrs Bright will be teaching team skills. 

 

PE sessions will take place on Thursday. 

We would appreciate your continued help by encouraging your child to be 

independent with dressing/undressing in preparation for PE sessions. A PE 

kit is required for every child.  Please make sure they are in school on the 

day. Please remember no earrings to be worn. 

 

 

Literacy (L)  

In Literacy this half term we will be looking at a range of 

stories based around Africa and Zoo animals, texts that link 

with Pancake day as well as Non Fiction books about the life 

cycle of a chicken and the Easter Story, including ‘Dear Zoo,’ ‘Mama 

Panya’s Pancakes,’ ‘Rumble in the Jungle,’ ‘The Greedy Zebra,’ and ‘From 

Egg to Chick.’  We will continue lots of mark making activities, letter games 

and handwriting sessions. We will be continuing to consolidate our RWI 

sounds, further developing segment and blending of harder words as well 

as learning our ‘tricky words.’  The children will be writing more at length 

and independently.  If the children complete any writing at home please 

put this onto their Tapestry Journal.  

 

Mathematics (M) 

This half term we will be focusing on addition- challenging the children to 

add 2 digit numbers- 3+7=   and be able to explain how they solved this. In 

subtraction we will use animal theme resources to develop this skill 

further, by ‘crossing through’ and taking away using a number line. 

Problem solving involving all areas will continue throughout.  

 

Understanding the World (UW) 

In UW we will be focusing on animals and their young, 

caring for the chicks as well as looking at the Easter 

story and Easter traditions from around the world.  

 

 Expressive Art and Design (EAD) 

In EAD we will be focusing on art skills, colour mixing, making more 

complicated repeated patterns and cooking. (This will be making Easter 

nests so if your child has any allergies/intolerances please let us know.  

This will take place the last week of the term).   

The children will also be using a paint graphic programme. 


