
 NEW ROAD 

“I like my new school 

because I’ve made 

lots of new friends 

and the teachers   

really help you...lots.” 

- Bethany - Year 3 
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Onwards and upwards... 
First of all hello and thank you for reading the first Head’s Newsletter! I will be 

sending  one home every two weeks. I cant believe I haven't done this before 

now!  

It will be my chance to share with every reader how proud I am of being a 

headteacher in  Whittlesey, the school’s many successes and our hopes for 

the future (and there are so many).  

You might well be asking why am I writing this newsletter now— truth of the 

matter is I have just returned from the most inspirational three day training 

event. The  event was the beginning of 18  months of training for headteach-

ers who have responsibility for two or more schools and so far it has really 

inspired me to be much better at what I do and to  be the school leader that I 

want to be.  Celebrating New Road is a big part of that for me.  

 

After a tough selection process I was awarded £4000 of funding by the  

Department of Education to work with some of the most successful school  

leaders in the country...a once in a lifetime opportunity!  

 

Onwards and upwards!   Rob Litten 
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Read, write, Inc 
 

Really Successful  
The school has been successful in a joint funding bid  with Park Lane 
School and has been awarded £32,000 to train all teachers and teaching 
assistants  to use Read, Write Inc materials . 
 
The training will develop the way we teach children how to read,  spell 
and understand what they have read.   The first two training days in Sep-
tember have been dedicated to this training  and will begin a year long 
journey of  training and professional development. 
 

New Reading Leader 

Miss Marshall  will be the school’s Reading Lead and will receive addition-
al training in developing reading across the school with colleagues.  This 
will really support her passion to help every child love reading.  

Improved reading resources  

In addition to the training the school is investing £10,000 into new read-
ing books to support the teaching of reading and reading at home and in 
the school.  There will be new books for children to read at home and 
new materials for teachers to use in the school .  Importantly, there will 
be new reading materials for pupils in Years 3, 4,5 and 6 whose reading 
has been slow to develop.  

Speech and 
Language 
During the course of the year 
the school has had the privi-
lege of employing its very own 
speech and language therapist 
Jenny Bishop. 
 
Some of you will have worked 
with Jenny and will know the 
amazing impact she is having 
in developing  our pupils’ 
speech also social communica-
tion.  
 
This is a rare opportunity 
granted to the school after we 
were successful in a joint fund-
ing bid that awarded the 
schools £10,000 to provide 
training for teachers and 
teaching assistants to further 
support the development of 
social communication and l 
Language.  Jenny also provides 
group therapy and individual 
therapy for children at the 
school should they need it. 

Speech Therapy at  New Road 

One of the many new reading books the school is purchasing 



New Teacher 

New Road has been  
Incredibly fortunate to  
recruit a new teacher 

for September.  

Miss Sophie Cooke is 
an experienced  Key 
Stage 2 teacher who 
knows Whittlesey really 
well, having  lived in the 

area for many years. 

Sophie joins us from a 
really good school in 
Peterborough and will 

be an asset. 

 
A big thank you for  
making New Road a 
place where teachers 
want to  work with you 
and your children. 
 

 

Encouraging Pupils 

to Aim High 

Reading three times a 

week with an adult at 

home; completing home-

work and doing your best 

to learn your spellings is 

all it takes to get a ticket 

for the Reading Cinema.   

If this is difficult for you to 

do as a parent please let 

your child’s class teacher 

know.   

We are here to help... 

Prince Harry with lots of ice creams and lollies   at the school’s Royal Wedding celebration: 
Chris Brudenell Photography 

What a Team! 
Bucking a Trend: we are fully staffed! 
Teachers are leaving the profession in much higher numbers than ten 
years ago.  One in three newly qualified teachers will leave the profes-
sion  with in their first  five years.  Similarly, one in three headteachers 
leave In their first three years.  
 
Despite the challenges facing the teaching profession I am absolutely 
delighted to say that we have had no resignations this year and we are 
fully staffed for September.   This is rare in Fenland.   
 
Recruitment Improving! 
Recruiting new teachers is difficult.  Ten years ago I would receive up-
wards of 20 applicants for each vacancy I advertised.  Now it’s normal for 
schools in Fenland to receive only 2 or 3 applicants  and sometimes none 
at all.   Recently, I have seen the number of  high quality applications for 
vacancies at  New Road increase. We’re on the up! 
 
Onwards and upwards! Rob Litten 
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Hope you enjoyed 

this first edition! 

Celebrating a school , 

its children and staff 

is a good thing! 

 

Reading Shack 

A great place to learn  The school is doing everything it possibly 

can to encourage children to read more.  During the half-term Miss Mar-

shall, Mrs Brittain and Miss Marshall’s parents built a Reading Shack.  The 

Shack has been a big hit with so many children.  Thank you! 

 

A place to read  Friends of New Road School donated £100 to the 
project and already it is proving to be the place to for a good read at play 
and lunchtime.  
 
How lucky we are! Miss Marshall’s positivity and leadership is a rare 
quality and the school has benefitted from this for many years. 
 

Reading Cinema 

At the end of last term the school held its second Reading Cinema and 
what a difference this has made!!! 
 
At the first Reading Cinema in February only 22% of pupils were reading 
the required number of times a week and a few months later in May a 
much improved 60% of pupils were!!! A huge improvement.   We hope 
that at the end of this term every child will get a ticket for the Reading 
Cinema! 

 
New Road Primary School:  Expect the Best! 

New Road’s Reading Shack.  


