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4th October 2019 

 

New Road School Ofsted feedback 

Dear Parents & Carers 

We are delighted to share with you the feedback we have received from Jason Howard, HMI, who came to 

visit the school on the 13th September. His overarching verdict was that:  

“Senior leaders and the Aspire Learning Trust are taking effective action to tackle the areas requiring 

improvement identified at the last section 5 inspection in order for the school to become good.” 

Mr Howard spent most of the day in classes, watching lessons and talking to pupils. He also met with the 

teachers, the senior staff and governors, to collate the evidence for his judgements. “Leaders and 

governors have used their accurate judgements about standards at the school to determine appropriate 

and suitably-prioritised improvement plans. These are being implemented at speed because leaders insist 

on high standards and make sure that staff get the support they need to meet them. Leaders respond 

quickly and effectively if their checks on aspects of the school’s work indicate further improvement is 

needed.”  

Mr Howard was complimentary about the amount and quality of the training that staff have had:   “Staff 

have benefited considerably from the significant amount of additional training in the teaching of 

mathematics. As a result, teachers typically plan activities that ensure pupils develop sound mathematical 

understanding.” 

In terms of improved outcomes, he reported that: “The proportion of pupils achieving both the expected 

and higher standard in mathematics in the key stage two national tests has increased markedly since the 

previous inspection and is above the national average.” 

In classrooms, Mr Howard saw that “Leaders insist that all staff have high expectations for what 

disadvantaged pupils with high potential are able to achieve. Teachers set precise targets for these pupils’ 

progress through the curriculum in different subjects and review these regularly. Teachers ensure that those 

pupils who need it are given timely and precisely focused support.” 

“Teachers demonstrate high expectations for all pupils and encourage them to learn from their mistakes 

and to keep trying. Work that is set is often demanding, and pupils are willing to attempt ‘challenge tasks’ 

which are usually planned carefully.” 

In the past there have been lots of changes in terms of leadership and governance but that is now stable: 

“Governors and trustees challenge and support leaders effectively. Trustees are enabling leaders and 

governors to focus in on the school’s improvement priorities linked to improving the quality of education by 

ensuring that the school’s ongoing building works are managed by others. Governors gain a secure 

understanding of the school’s strengths and weaknesses through asking leaders well-judged questions. 

Governors, including the trust’s chief executive officer, follow this up by making regular visits to the school. 

These include discussions with pupils and leaders. Leaders and governors review progress towards the 

school improvement plan targets on a continuous basis” 
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The Trust and the school are delighted with the report and are clear on the areas we still need to improve. 

Later this academic year, the school will have a full two day inspection to see whether New Road School 

has moved on from its Requires Improvement judgement to that of Good. 

Yours sincerely 

        

Mr Rob Litten       Mr Jonathan Digby 

Executive Headteacher      CEO Aspire Learning Trust 
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